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RIGHTS 


OFFICIAL ORGAN OF NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 


_ To the women of every land and nation, to their children who constitute all humanity, to the brave dead who 


CONGRESS 
SERIAL RECORD 


of aod the valiant apirite who wit lend 


the sunshine, these pages are dediccted. 


May every woman who is not too idle to have a thought, or too vain to have a soul, or too rich in gold to have a 
heart, join in the great struggle for women's freedom. 


Purity, Liberty, Justice—these we must work for! 


( 


Committee Agenda For Monday, April 12, 1943 


HE Senate Judiciary Sub-Committee in charge of 

the Equal Rights Amendment presented to the full 
Committee on April 5th a favorable report in 
which one sentence was added to the original Amend- 
ment. This sentence in no way alters the meaning of 
the Amendment, but makes it clearer in the view of 
certain Senators. 


The Amendment as favorably reported to the full 
Senate Judiciary Committee now reads: 


“Men and women shall have equal rights through- 
out the United States and every place subject 
to its jurisdiction. 

“This Amendment shall not uire uniformity 
of legislation among the several states, the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, the Territories and pos- 
sessions of the United States. 


“Congress shall have power to enforce this article 
by appropriate legislation.” 


The report was signed and cage ae by two Demo- 
cratic members, Senator Harley M. Kilgore of West 
Virginia, Cha and Senator Ernest W. McFar- 
land of Arizona. e special Sub-Committee was then 
discharged. Senator 


mont was not present. 


At the request of Senator Austin, Senator Frederick 
Van Nuys (D) of Indiana, Chairman of the full Sen- 
ate Judiciary Committee, ned consideration of 
the Equal Rights Amendment until the Senator from 
Vermont could take part, and allowed the matter to go 


arren R. Austin (R) of Ver- 


over for one week. The Equal Rights Amendment is 
therefore on the agenda of the Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee for Monday, April 12th, at 10.30 A. M. 


The Equal Rights Amendment was introduced in the 
Senate on January 21st by Senator Guy M. Gillette (D 
of Iowa, with twenty-three co-sponsors. The Amend- 
ment was referred to the Judiciary Committee of the 
Senate. The Chairman of the Judiciary Committee 
referred the Amendment to a sub-committee consisting 
of Senators Kilgore (Chairman), McFarland and 
Austin. The sub-committee held its first meeting on 
February 17th and on that date voted to report the 
Equal Rights Amendment favorably to the full Judici- 
ary Committee. Chairman Kilgore presented the sub- 


committee report to the full Judiciary Committee on 


April 5th, as stated above. 


The full Judiciary Committee of the Senate consists 
of Senators Frederick Van Nuys (D), Indiana, Chair- 
man; Pat McCarran (D), Nevada; Carl A. Hatch (D), 
New Mexico; Tom Connally (D), Texas; Joseph C. 
O'Mahoney (D), Wyoming; Albert B. Chandler (D), 
Kentucky; Harley M. Kilgore (D), West Virginia; Abe 
Murdock (D), Utah; Ernest W. McFarland (D), Ari- 


zona; Burton K. Wheeler (D), Montana; Charles O. 


Andrews (D), Florida; Warren R. Austin (R), Ver- 
mont; John A. Danaher (R), Connecticut; Alexander 
Wiley (R), Wisconsin; William Langer (R), North 
Dakota; Homer Ferguson (R), Michigan; Chapman 
Revercomb (R), West Virginia; and Kenneth S. Wher- 
ry (R), Nebraska. 


S. J. Res. 25]: 


same be passed. 


Report to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary, April 5, 1943 
Mr. KILGORE, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the following report [to accompany 
As chairman of the subcommittee appointed to consider Senate Joint Resolution 25, proposing an amendment to the Con- 


stitution of the United States granting equal rights to men and women, | respectfully report that by a vote of 2 to 1 it has been 
agreed to report this measure to the full committee favorably, with an amendment, and to recommend that, as amended the 


AMENDMENT—Page 1, between lines 10 and 11, insert the following: This amendment shall not require uniformity of legis- 
lation among the several States, the District of Columbia, the Territories, and possessions of the United States. 


H. M. KILGORE. 
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„Art. 1—Men and women shall 


have Equal 
States and every place subject to its jurisdiction. 


Art, shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 


Joint No. 1 Jan. find) in 
Representatives y Represen ve dlow with ° 
two co-sponsors, U approved b-Judiciary 
Committee March 8, 1948. = 


Senate Joint Resolution No. 25 Introduced J 21, 1948, in 
Se Senator M. 


Gillette (I wi twenty-three 


ce- 
Id Vice-Chairman, Jane Norman Smith, Vt. 
Treksurer, Laura N. Ga. 
Secretary, Dr. Margaret Sebree, D. C. 
Mrs. Ethel Adamson, N. J. Mrs. Lola Maverick Lloyd, III. 
Mrs. Nina Allender, III. Miss Alma Lutz, Maas. 


e. Jacques Balsan, Fla. Mrs. Burnita Shelton Matthews, D. C 
Mee Batelle Bjerg, Aris. Cornelia McNary, Ore. 
Mrs. Louis Buenszili, Pa. Mrs. Perle 8. M 
Miss Rosa Cunningham, Iowa Emma Guffey Miller, Pa. 
Serena Foley Davis, Pa. Miss Anita Pollitser 9 

Miss Edith Goode, D. C. Mrs. Jane Norman Smith, V 
Helen Hant Wart 

be Mrs. Helen Hunt West, Fla. 

Bayard Hilies, Del. 


Mrs. Anna Kelton Wiley, D. C. 
Mrs. Lacy Rice Winkler, Cal. 


(Note: The nine Members of the Executive Council are elected by the 
National Council from its membership, imm following the B 1 
onal Councils at present are: Government W 


Convention. Occupati 
Industrial, Library and House.) 


Statement By Margaret Culkin Banning 


“The National Woman’s Party has long been doing work for 
all women without the support of all women. The injustice of 
this is obvious, especially as it permits those who are hostile 


to equal rights for women to assume that lack of active support 


means indifference or antagonism to the aim of the Woman’s 
Party. For that reason it is a matter of duty and of clarity to 
say, as I am proud to do, that the basic aim of the National 


Woman’s Party has been one of the central aims of my entire 
life, and that I am 


have done and are to further equal rights for women.” 


war is proving more shattering than the historic par- 


November 20th the name of the Coast Guard Women 


- form; ready to go an 
Comman 


deeply grateful for the work which they 


The WAVES—The Military Front 
By LiEuT. COMM. MILDRED H. MCAFEE, 


President, Wellesley College 
Director of the WAVE. 
(AP Feature) 


Wars of any dimensions shatter established conven- 
tion, including the traditional status of women. A total 


tial wars, and American women are following their sis- 
ters in all other parts of the world into all kinds of war 
activity. 

There is nothing startling about women’s participa- 
tion in civilian defense activities or in industry except 
that local communities and industrial concerns have to 
rely on an abnormally large number of women. 


The type of war activity to which American women have 
newly been accepted is the strictly wer The commissioning 


of Navy and Coast Guard officers, the enlistment of women in 
the Navy, other than yeomen, is something new under the sun. 
The organization of the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps is 
creating a new demand for womanpower. Actual combat units 
now seem to be the only area from which women are excluded. 

thing seems sure—women continue to women what- 
ever their uniform or their war assignment. They are doing 
work previously done by men and the work must be done equally 
well, but in the doing of it women need not and do not lose their 
womanliness. 


line are volunteers, gladly relinquishing trivial privilege for 


Members of the Women’s Reserve of the United States Naval 
Reserve are receiving their basic training on college and univer- 
sity campuses. In two of them college authorities have remon- 
strated gently because the trainees have threatened the struc- 
ture of the buildings by marching through plastered halls in 
formation and in step. No building can long survive the coordi- 
nated strength of marching women. This is symbolic of the 

r which women in uniform and women out of uniform can 
ve on encrusted structures of a war-torn world if they will 
together 


F in step with 
's men. 
The first of this war is behind us, We have gone far into 


new and old paths of service of the country. Many of the old 

barriers to women’s participation are down because of inevitable 

shortage of manpower. May American women prove that they 

deserve the privilege of assuming a 1 or small responsibilities 

the world peace which is 
come. 


The SPARS 


The ranks of the Coast Guard Reserves were opened 
to women to fill shore jobs on October 10th, 1942. On 


Reserve was officially designated as SPARS, meaning 
“Semper Paratus—Always Ready,” the motto of the 
Coast Guard. 


It is headed by Lieut. Comm. Dorothy C. Stratton. Miss 
Stratton’s schooling took her from Missouri for high school to 
Ottawa, Kans., for college; to Chicago for her M. A. and to New 
York for a Ph. D. She's been an education administrator in San 
Bernardino, Calif., and at Purdue University, Lafayette, Ind. At 
Purdue University she established the first course in this coun- — 
try for house mothers of dormitories, sororities and fraternities. | 
But previous to the SPARS her hardest task was set- 
ting up the radio school for the WAVES at Madison, Wis. 

Miss Stratton is proud of the name of the Women’s Reserve 
of the V. S. Coast Guard—SPAR—“Semper Paratus—Alway: 


“For women must always be ready when they go into uni. 
ere, any time, without any idea why.” 
der Stratton knows that because that is how she came 

to be director of the SPARS. 


(Facts from an article Margaret Kernodle in the Wash- 
ington Post, Nov. 30, 1942.) 


Is your subscription paid up? 
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25 Years Of The Vote 


HE reunion at the Friends’ House to celebrate what 
Mrs. Pethick-Lawrence termed the Silver Wedding 
of Votes for Women was a great gathering. 


There had been only one announcement, no advertise- 
ments, no circulars, yet the response was so over- 
whelming that the Albert Hall could easily have been 
filled. It was only the war-time catering limitations 
that reduced the attendance, and even as it was, there 
were other rooms filled with those who could not be at 
the lunch, but waited to flock in to hear the speeches. 

Two years of women’s citizenship, so hardly 
won, and now a matter of course to us all, we were 
celebrating the strenuous days of the old fight. 


Mr. Pethick-Lawrence was co-chairman with his 
wife—a very friendly, intimate thought to have them 
thus united, as they were all through the great struggle 
—addressed us appropriately as “battle comrades,” 
and many comrades we saw around us. 

Yet more vividly, perhaps, than those who were with 
us, we felt the spirit of the absent. The pale loveli- 
ness of Mrs. Pankhurst, with that magic voice, those 
burning, fervent words that set the movement on fire, 
caused women to court danger and imprisonment, 
spurred them to the hunger-strike, induced men to 
break with lifelong party ties. 


And Christabel, whose gay vivacity won the admira- 
tion and the emulation of the girls of those days. One 
could see her in the mind’s eye, expounding the militant 
tactics, of which she was so largely the originator, to 
enormous good-humoured crowds. 


One saw on the stage of 8 Wilding 
Davison, rushing to her death on the Derby race course 


with the Suffragette colors upon her breast, while thou-. 


sands of women were suffering violence in public 
meetings for raising their persistent cry of “Votes for 
Women,” and hundreds more were risking death by the 
hunger-and-thirst strike in prison punishment cells 
up and down the country. 

Mrs. Tate, M.P., who sat beside me, was very right 
in the judgment she expressed that the vote would not 
have been won without that militant fight; Eleanor 
Rathbone, M.P., who in an eloquent reference to the 
non-militant leader, Dame Millicent Fawcett, was ut- 
terly wrong in her statement that the utility of the 
militant tactics was outworn when the Great War 
broke out, and it was women’s service in that war 
which actually gave us the vote. 


An interesting letter from Lord Dickinson, who was 
a member of the Speaker’s Conference which drew up 


a Bill by which the vote was first extended to women, 


on February 6, 1918, was read at the luncheon. He told 
that the motion to admit women to the franchise was 
carried by 15 to 6, but a motion to give the vote to 
every woman was lost by 104 to 12. 7 
Miss Nina Boyle brought to the gathering a humor- 
ous touch. 
_ She declared that it was she who had brought women 
into Parliament, and then she told how as soon as the 
vote was granted and a by-election had occurred at 
Keighley she had hurried thither and got herself nom- 
inated with a total election capital of but 18 pounds. 


The returning officer had attempted to reject her 
under some ancient statute as “a fraud, an unreality 
and an absurdity.” She retorted that in her belief 
common law entitled an elector to be elected, an * 
ment which finally beat down her opposition. She 


By SYLVIA PANKHURST 


w nomina er, while as supporters, 
had deliberately falsified their * 
Nevertheless, the question was opened, the matter 
was raised in Parliament, the Law | Officers of the 


Crown were consulted, and everything was regularized | 
in time for the general election, — so women were 


able to run for Parliament in the first election after we 
won the vote. 


Lady Astor, as everyone knows, was the first to take 


her seat at Westminster. She told us at the luncheon 


that the work she had done for women in Parliament 
and her efforts to be worthy to represent them are the 
best things in her life. 
Lord Dickinson’s statement that, though “people 
hel outside,” the victory of votes for women was 
y won inside Parliament was received with very 
lively groans. 
In that hour of heart-search, in which the old mem- 


, ories of the struggle united us all, many of those pres- 


ent felt the reawakening of the old fire. 


It is true that age has passed over them. Yet on 
the anniversary they were to all of us the same as of 
yore, 

There was Mary Phillips, who worked so cheerfully 
with us in the East London Federation of the Suffra- 
gettes. I remember at an open-air meeting an old pair 
of trousers being thrown at her, as a sign of contemp 
and how merrily she turned the laugh of the cro 
against the assailant there with the true Suffragette 
wit and spirit. 

I saw there many comrades of prison days. There 
were “Charlie” Marsh, so tall and erect with her golden 
hair, the youngest of seven daughters, who went to 
prison and hunger strike for some escapade on a roof 
7 — Aisquith was speaking in the Sun Fall, 

verpoo / 

Mrs. Drummond, who used to ride on horse-back at 
the head of our processions, was absent. 

Nor did I see the leader of the Suffragette Band, 
Mary Leigh, one of the greatest of the militants who 
suffered prison, * strike, and forcible feeding. 

Nurse Pickford, who died from a wound from a stone 


in Parliament square; Cecilia Haig, who also suc- 


cumbed to injuries received on the same occasion— 
Black Friday—were with us in memory alone. 

But the hall was thronged with the militants, and 
though hair might be grey, in that hour they were as 
young and vigorous as in the days of the great fight. 

Mrs. Pethick-Lawrence said they were 
despite the suffering, and Dr. Maude Roy 
they were the best days of her life. 

And looking back on it, was it worth while? Of 
course it was! | 

As to the future, equal pay for equal work, equal 
com tion for injury, admission to the House of 
Lo the Bench of Bishops, and the Diplomatic Ser- 
vice, were all talked of, but there is something dee 
and greater than these to which the women of y 


wrote 


and tomorrow must devote the same great energies and 


great faith which they displayed in the Suffrage fight. 
—Sunday Dispatch, London, February 7, 1943. 


(Eprror’s Note: The organizations icipating in the Silver 


: ro of Votes for Women were: The Actresses Franchise 


gue, National Society for Women’s Service, 
National Council for Equal Citizenship, National Union for 
Women Teachers, St. Joan’s Social Political Alliance, 

Suffragette Fellowship, The Women’s Freedom League.) 
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“Equal Rights” By Amendment? 
Pearl Buck Favors A Constitutional Guarantee Now 


The fact that there are honest and intelligent work- 
ing women against the Equal Rights Amendment has 
made me consider and reconsider wid own * in 
regard to a change which would e away the 
tective legislation which many women 2 given xa 
lives to build u Re for other women. I fully appreciate 
the value of this legislation. Women do need special 
protection, not because they are individuals of a certain 
sort, but because they are the mothers of children. 
It is obviously to the interest of the nation that strong 
healthy children be born, and provision should an 
must be made that women can do their work and bear 
healthy children too. 


But this could be done in the same way that or 
protective legislation is brought about. Men, as we 
as women, suffer certain liabilities occasionally as to 
— and physical handicaps, and yet no one thinks 

of laying upon all men the handicap of sex inequality 
because there is need for special protective legislation. 
Moreover, many women are not mothers and they suf- 
fer from the inequality without profiting from the spe- 
cial legislation, and even the mothers do not spend their 
entire time bearing children. The actual time given to 
bearing children is relatively little in any woman’s life. 
Even if she stays with the children for a certain num- 
ber of years, she has many other years in which to 
function as an individual. 


I feel, therefore, after the most careful study of all 
sides of the question, that no amount of special benefit 
to women is good = to offset the basic damage 
done to human equality. Special benefit for women is 
a manifestation of that old-fashioned “chivalry” which 
has kept women so long upon a estal of inferiority 
tomen. The nation must reco e the value of women 
not as dear and weaker possessions, but as human crea- 
tures in their own right and with a function to perform 
in all parts of our national life. To announce this recog- 
nition the Equal Rights Amendment is necessary. Only 
thus can the fact be established once and for all that 
in our democracy there is no difference in value, so far 
as the State is concerned, between the rights and re- 
sponsibilities of men and those of women. Upon this 
equality whatever legislation is necessary for men or 
women can then be built. 


Nor do I believe for one moment that the effort put 
into previous legislation will be wholly lost. Some of 
it ought to be lost—those laws which have made it pos- 
sible for women to do less work mgd because they 
are women have been accompanied by the evil of lower 


wages for women because they had less responsibility. 


But the legislation which r ized the special func- 
tion of women as mothers 2 potential mothers can 
and will be kept, for it is based upon physical facts of 
importance to the whole people. 


The time has come, I believe, for our American de- 
mocracy to declare itself on this matter of the equali 
of men and women in the State. Our enemies, bot 
in Germany and Japan, have openly declared the oppo- 
site. For us to say that we believe in full equality of 
the sexes would at this moment carry special power 
both for the war and the peace. 


From the N. T. Times, March 28, 1943.) 


The date on your wrapper is the date of the 
expiration of your subscription. 


Petition To Senate Judiciary Committee 


Encouraged by the belief that action is imminent on 
the Equal Rights Amendment, the Industrial Women’s 
Council of the National Woman’s Party is, for the first 
time, taking part in an active lobby campaign in which 
Members of Congress are being petitioned to give the 
women within America the freedom the United States 
is fighting for abroad. 


Members of the Industrial Women’s Council have 
2 following petition to the Senate Judiciary 
mmittee: 


“At the last regular 


of the Industrial Wo- 
men’s Council held in * ork, a resolution was 
adopted Congress to 1 without delay, 
the — Rights Amendment. ndustrial Women’s 
Couneiu is emphatically in favor of the Equal Rights 
Amendment. 

“In the post-war od the Amendment will be even 
more necessary. r the war, hundreds of thousands 
breadwinner, will be 
dependent on women for support. Great numbers of 
women who have never had to support themselves and 
their families will be added to the number of women 

earners.. If women have to go into the post-war 
burdened by all the tions from which 
they now suffer, their chance to earn a decent 
will be blocked. They will not be able to take care 
themselves and their families. 


“We have suffered for years from handicaps placed 
upon us, as women, in the industrial world. We have 
had our wages ; we have lost our jobs because 
of restrictive laws apply to women only. We be- 
lieve that all labor uld be based on the re- 
quirements of the industry, not on the sex of the 
worker. We know that women will never have a fair 
chance in the labor market while there are special laws 
for women workers. We know that the Equal Rights 
Amendment will abolish all such discriminatory labor 
laws. Therefore we are for the Amendment. 


“Our Industrial Women’s Council has a membership 
scattered over the United States but its members can- 
not leave their work, even if they were financially 
able to do so, to come to have been to Plead — K. — 
Rights Amendment. 

to bring their urgent message your tg oem 
We beg you to give it your 


“Respectfully submitted, 
“MARY MURRAY, Chairman of the 
Industrial Women’s Council.” 


Miss Mollie Maloney, representative of the Indus- 


trial Women’s Council, said on arriving in Washington: 
“In appealing to for the Equal Rights 

Amendment we are workers—that 
opposing the interests of men employed in ind 
any benefit to the woman worker will eventually y help 
the man worker also. James Russell Lowell saw 
truth years ago when he wrote: 


“*Laborin’ man and laborin’ woman 
Hev one glory and one shame; 
Ev’y thine that’s done inhuman 
Injers all on * 


WOMAN’S HOUR 
CHARLOTTE PERKINS GILMAN 


Not for herself! Tho sweet the air of freedom; 
Not for herself! Tho dear the new-born power; 
But for the Child who needs a nobler mother, 
For the Whole People needing one another, 
Comes Woman to her Hour. 


Are Your Friends Interested? Send them 
subscriptions to Equal Rights. 
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Argument For The Amendment 


By REBEKAH SCANDRETT GREATHOUSE 


(Mrs, Greathouse was formerly Professor of Law at 
the Washington College of Law, and also formerly 
Assistant United States Attorney of the 
Columbia. 


niversity 

Wo the League of Women Voters and the Women’s Trade 
against the 

enty-four 


years ago it was protection from the rough and tumble elections, 


of Union 


“Ths com of the rights of citizens is a principle toda dangers 

of Slicaniem, Every republican government is in but it rather irks 

duty bound to protect all its citizens originally assumed me to 5 — oc — . nomic 1 

by the States; and it still remains there. The only obli- equal while gen 

States do not deny the right. This the Amend- must be protected. Can it be that we are too 


men guarantees, but no more. The power of the Na- 


CU. va. the responsibilities and consequences of equality with 
These words might well be those of one of our present 
justices discussing the equal Rights Amendment. Ac- 
tually, they are the words of Chief Justice Waite dis- 
cussing the fourteenth amendment in 1875. 


Nearly all the arguments for the Equal Rights 
Amendment and the philosophy which inspires it have 
been thoroughly discussed. e are trying to make it as such in the Wages and Hours Act. 
mandatory upon the states and upon the Federal gov- by 
ernment to accord to women the same treatment before this 4 but eventually women will gain the right of 
the law they accord to men,—to abolish the common — 
law concept of women as wards of their fathers, hus- C 
bands or the government. We have chosen words that conditions of all workers, men and women alike. 
we think have clear legal meaning. The Equal Rights B, SCHLESINGER, 
Amendment reads: 19 Gray Gardens East, 

“Men and women shall have equal rights out Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
the United States and every place subject to its juris- 
diction. Congress shall have power to enforce this 
article by appropriate legislation.” 


We do not hope that there will be no call for interpreta- 
tion. We admit that it is possible that som can verse a doctrine of sex discrimination that 
find better words to accomplish our purpose. 

It has been suggested that our courts might interpret 
“equal” to mean Bagger ov ically uniform”. If that 
is what we mean, that is what we would say. No court 
is going to look at Webster’s dictionary to see what it 
says about “equal” and stop right there. We have a 
higher opinion of our courts than that. 

It has also been suggested that the courts might con- 
sider discriminations on the part of private persons as 


vote 
pon the ground that women are 
must be treated differently from men are using the same words 
which kept the ballot from women for so many years. 
One may wonder why these organizations did not protest when 
the Federal government neglected to protect women workers 


February 19. 


preting the Equal Rights Amendment will hold Con- 
ess to as narrow an extension of power as possible. 
e do not pretend that it will be child’s play to re- 
for centuries, but we do contend that there will be no 
difficulties greater than are justified by the end in view. 
No state, for instance, should find it hard to decide upon 

a marriage age to be required for both boys and girls. 
At present the age for each varies from state to state 
and is already the same for both in six states. As we 
~ have so often pointed out, the states will have time, 
during the process of ratification, to change their legis- 
lation to conform to the Amendment. Each state will 

. prohibited by the Amendment. e word “rights” be able to pass a general revisory statute to guide the 
has been chosen because we think that among lawyers courts in interpreting laws having inequalities on their 
and judges, it is well understood to mean legal rights. face. Some legislation, of course, will require specific 


We do not propose to give to women or men any right revision. 
that has not heretofore been enforceable at law. No The difficulty in regard to compulsory military ser- 
vice is not insurmountable. Women are being called 


man can say to a hotel manager, “Come to court and : 

show cause why you do not employ me as your private upon for duties suitable to their oo and mental 

secretary ins of Mr. Doe.” It is not intended to attributes now—just as men are. le argument about 

give such a right to women, either. I think this will military service has been used against nearly every 
advance that women have made, including the right 


be clearly understood by our judiciary. 
The second section of our Amendment follows exactly to vote. It was difficult to understand the force of 
the argument in connection with the franchise, and 


the language used in several other amendments. The 
language was thoroughly discussed in connection with it is impossible to take it seriously in 1943, when 
the thirteenth and fourteenth amendments. Probab women of two of the warring nations are exposed to 
the most complete discussion is to be found in the “Ci martial dangers, and are a part of the combatant 
Rights Cases.” (109 U. S. 3.) The whole of that forces. 

Of course there are still some ple who believe 


opinion should be read to ascertain the meaning found 
in the words uséd by the Supreme Court. We quite a 
small part: 

Congress wer to orce y approp _ 
lation. To enforce what? To enforce the prohibition. 

To adopt appropriate legislation for co g the ef- 
fects of such prohibited State laws and State acts, and 
thus to render them effectually null, void and innocuous. 
This is the legislative power conferred upon Congress 
and this is the whole of it.” 


Of course, the rights sought | the Equal Rights 
Amendment touch many phases of our jurisprudence, 
but it seems fair to assume that the courts in inter- 


that women should not have equal rights. Many of 
these people feel that men have too much freedom also 
and t all would be better off if their lives were 


managed by a benign government. We have seen what 
kind of government such thinking leads to. We have 


seen also that among the first steps of most totalitarian 
governments is the enslavement of women. 

It is most appropriate that the United States of 
America, looked to as a bulwark of Democracy, should 
give to all its citizens, all the prerogatives of Democ- 
racy and make a reality of the phrase “Equal Justice 
under the Law.” 


To the Editor of the New York Heruld- Tribune: 

The spirits of living and departed anti-suffragists must 

mon 

Riveter. 
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Susan B. Anthony’s Own Words 


During the recent discussion of the equal rights 


amendment over the American Forum of the Air, on 


Sunday, March 7th, at 8 p m. (see “Equal Rights“ 
for March, page 25, for speeches of the proponents), 
Susan B. Anthony II, grandniece of the great emanci- 
pator, Susan B. Anthony I, spoke against the Amend- 
ment. After the four formal addresses were made, 
as is usual, the Director, Mr. Theodore Granik, threw 
the matter open to discussion, asking Dr. Lena Maedsin 
Phillips to open the panel. 
Dr. Phillips did so, by saying: 

I would like to ha question of personal - 
lege, first granted to of 
Susan B. Anthony, whose name is worth 40,000 argu- 
ments on — 2 ey Miss Anthony, you me 


Miss Anthony replied in the negative. 
Dr. Phillips then rejoined: 


“Yes, I was just wondering—I didn’t think that you 

ever seen her because you do look so young, and I 
wondered if you knew that on the occasion of her 80th 
birthday 1 Aunt Susan said: ‘If the celebration of 
my birthday had any significance it was in the fact 
that my life has been devoted to the work of gaining 


the constitutional recognition of equali of ts for 
the women of the United States.“ id 


Dr. Phillips also cited Miss Anthony’s letter, written 
in 1868 to women typesetters, to show that Susan B. 
Anthony believed in equality for workers, not special 
privileges for women workers. In that letter she said: 


“Make up your minds to be at the case early and 
8 ly as men are; to take the lean with the 
fat. I do not demand equal pay for any women save 
those who do equal work in value. Scorn to be coddled 
by your employers; make them understand that you are 
in their employ as workers, not as women.” 


The fact that Susan B. Anthony’s nephew, Repre- 
sentative Dan Anthony, who actually knew his aunt 
and was familiar with her spoken opinions (as Susan 
B. Anthony II admitted that she was not), first intro- 
duced the Equal Rights Amendment into the lower 


House of Congress in 1923, would seem to prove that 


Susan B. Anthony II is not entirely familiar with 
great aunt’s life and work. | 


Rights Of Married Women In Florida 
In the State of Florida single women are legally 
adult citizens and as such are tted to control their 
ns and property. A bill was introduced in the 
session of the Florida Legislature, to extend this 
status to married women was lost. That the legisla- 
tion did not pass is attested to by the extraordinary 
notice clipped from a Palm Beach newspaper of March 
23, 1943, printed below: 
i Legal Notices 
(No. 7) 
NOTICE 
Notice is hereby given that on Tuesday, the 20th day 
of April, 1943, at the hour of 9:30 o’clock A. M. 
or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, 1 
will apply to one of the Judges of the Circuit Court 
of the th Judicial Circuit of Florida in and for 
Palm Beach County, at the office of the Circuit Judge 
on the second floor of the Palm Beach County Court- 
house in the City of West Palm Beach, Florida, for a 


license to manage, take charge of and control my prop- 
erty and to become a free dealer in every respect. 


VARINA W. VAUGHN, 


Address: 6002 South Olive Avenue, 
West Palm Beach, Florida. 


Pub. March 20, 27; April 3, 10, 17 1943. 


Johnson City and tt 


dustry upon Women, It is an excellent th 


News From The Branches 


New York State Branch 
WHITE PLAINS | 


Speaking 
York, Olive Adele Pryor, N.W.P. Congressional Chairman, 25th 
District, New York, referred to alimony and support laws in 
relation to the 1 Rights Amendment “In 18 states,” she 
said “the law is already equal in that it induces no distinction 
between husband and wife with regard to the right of each to 
receive support from the other after having divorced. 
Alimony is decreed in only about 10% of divorce cases. Under 


the Amendment as now, each state would set up its own stan- 


dard regarding alimony. At present a | percentage of di- 
vorced women are supporting not only themselves but their 
children. The Amendment would alter existing conditions in 
no way except that each state in setting up its own cular 
standard would make that standard for men women.” 


Miss Pryor pointed out that no-night-work laws worked great 
hardships on women. “On January 7, 1942,” she continued, 
“the Honorable Jane Todd introduced a bill in the New York 
State Assembly to t dispensation from certain limitations 
of the labor law. bill was passed and in some instances 
in this state, women are now allowed to work on the night shift. 
The 32 that women be prohibited from working on the 
night as it might r their health and morals does 
not stand up too well under findings of Prof. S. J. Homes 


of the Department of Zoology of the University of California. 


These show that not only do women have more resistance to 
disease and fewer congenital deformities, but they also with- 
stand starvation, loss of blood, and—note this—loss of sleep 
better than men. It is not desirable for industry to place un- 
reasonable strain on the worker. But in case it does, women 
are better able to stand it than men. As to morals—since it 
has been found expedient to lift the ban on no-night-work for 
women for duration of conclude that 
women's mo are stronger er the excitement of war, etc., 
than they are under the calm, phlegmatie state of peace. 


Absurd, isn't it?“ 
BINGHAMTON 


On Wednesday evening, April 14th, the Quota Club of Bing- 
hampton, presented Dr. Jeannette Marks, who gave a reading 
of her play “Laughter.” et 5 of clubs a Binghamton, 


BROOKLYN 


The Effect Of Women Upon Industry 
By VIvIAN KELLEMS 


(At King’s County Republican Women’s Club, at the home of 
Mrs. Paul Windels, 10 Pineapple St., Brooklyn, N. Y., March 


25, 1943.) 

So much is being said these days about the effect of Industry 
upon Women, that I’d like to talk a bit about the effect of 

omen upon Industry. Many rs ago, an automobile designer 
told me that not until women began driving cars in great num- 
bers did engineers devote much thought to making automobiles 
beautiful and convenient to operate. As a result we developed 
the most beautiful and convenient automobiles in the world. 
The same thing is happening right this minute to American 
Industry. I’m not the least bit worried about the effect of In- 
for Industry to pour 
all of these women into our factories—it’s high time that In- 
dustry became humanized a bit. 

You just can’t change a woman’s particularly an 
American woman. Dress her in slacks and put a welding torch 
in her hand during the day, she’ll march right home, hop into 8 
hot tub and put on a pair of high-heeled slippers and the fluf. 
fiest dress she owns. She'll work like mad all day, but III 
wager that during her time off she’ll be just as feminine as you 
— And she's going to have a tremendous effect upon 

We spend a third of our waking lives at our work. Is there 
any reason why the place where we work shouldn't be just 2 
attractive as the place where we eat and sleep?. You just wait 
and see. We're going to have lawns and flowers around our 
factories; we're going to have charming rest-rooms with chint: 
curtains at the windows and loungy, comfortable chairs. Our 
factories are already designed for efficiency, why should they 
not be attractive and beautiful as well. 

But woman’s influence is going much further than beauty. 
In one factory where men used to carry heavy bins of 
metal parts for high-speed punch presses, women now simply 

| (Continued on Page 35) 
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Two Interesting Clippings 


WOMEN’S “PLACE” IN WAR WORK 


atching our war planners squirm over each separate move 
— women to make their logical contribution to the busi- 
ness of winning the war, it is not hard to understand why a 
national woman’s party has been maintained for twenty-seven 
virtually for the single purpose of enacting an 
rights amendment. One might have supposed, for example, that 
the Nineteenth Amendment, crowning a struggle of minor revo- 
lutionary proportions, had established, if common sense had 
that women are persons under American law. But the here 
now House Military Affairs subcommittee, considering bills to 
authorize commissioning of women doctors in Army and Navy 
Medical Reserve Corps, hesitates to say right out that they are. 
It, therefore, tables the Celler bill, which would have said it, 
and approves the Sparkman bill, which delicately sidesteps so 
breath-taking an admission. 
On the other side of Capitol Hill this week the Senate Military 
Affairs Committee has under discussion the pro national 
eighteen through forty-nine, men from 2 
4 Senator Austin and Representative Wadsworth, 
dill's nsors, are about to consider including women from 
forty-nine to sixty-four, and Under Secretary of War Patterson 
has indicated approval. But why, for heaven’s sake, would 
alert, energetic and generally patriotic group than erican 
women from forty-nine to sixty-four. If they are professional 
women they, like men in that age group, are at the top of their 
powers; if they are homebodies their children are well out of 
the cradle, leaving idle capable hands which most are more 
than willing to put to use. And officials have learned by 
the evidence of their own eyes that women over 
in factories can and do maintain excellent records. 
One could wish, now that the planners have got around to 
look at some reco that antique notions about the place and 
wers of women not be allowed to impede the war program 
er; but experience is against the hope. 
—BEditorial from the Herald-Tribune, March 20, 1943. 


STATE HOUSE BRIEFS 


Undaunted by 20 years of defeat on Beacon Hill, representa- 
tives of women’s organizations throughout Massachusetts ap- 
peared before the legislative committee on the judiciary yester- 

pposing them, as usual, were several male members of the 
Legis * who argued that homes and children would be 
neglected if women were called away to serve as jurors. 

“T am against subjecting women to the indignities of the jury 
room,” protested Rep. Charles J. Skladzien of Webster. “Do 
know what goes on in a jury room? Do they know that men 
jurors sometimes even e off their neckties, and yes, their 
shirts? Do they know that men sometimes remove their shoes 
and socks to rest their corns?” 

The women said yes, they knew all about these things, and 
then argued on. Leading the proponents with five other women 
— Legislature was Rep. Leslie B. Cutler of Need- 


“Many Massachusetts women are now serving in war work 
and in the Army, Navy, and Coast Guard auxiliaries,” she said. 
“When these women come home, is the Legislature going to tell 
them they are not fit to serve on a jury?’ 

Women legislators recorded in favor of the measure, in addi- 
tion to Mrs. Cutler, were Reps. Florence E. Cook of Boston, 
Alyce L. Schlapp of Methuen, Margaret L. Spear of Newton, 
Susan K. Donovan of Boston and Catherine E. Falvey of Som- 
erville. Boston Herald, Friday, January 29, 1943. 


News From The Branches 


Vivian KELLEMsS—(Continued) 


slide the pieces from a hopper, fed from overhead conveyors. 
In Chicago, one whole factory has been built and d ed 
especially for women. In ano tting machines have 


Woman using an extension lever. If these aids are good for 
women workers, why weren’t they developed for men years ago? 
Undoubtedly our factories are going to operate much faster and 
more efficiently with women in them after the war. 


Oklahoma Women To High Office 


Editor, EQUAL RIGHTS: 


At last here in Oklahoma the women have won the 
right to hold any office in the state (provided we can 


get the votes). , 
I encl an editorial from our morning 
been be Enid— Enid Morning News. This fet has 


been a long drawn-out affair but we have finally put it 
over. 


Now we are looking forward to the passing of the 
Equal Rights Amendment nationally. 


. Mrs. Pace BEe.cuer, 


At long last, the women of Oklahoma have won their 
fight of two decades, and extending through five elec- 
tions on the subject, for the right to aspire to and hold 
any office within the gift of the state’s voters. With 
the signing Wednesday of house bill No. 390, authoriz- 
ing the state election board to correct a mistake in the 
reporting of the vote last November on the so-called 
women's amendment,” the right of state women to 
hold any office heretofore open to male citizens is estab- 
lished in the state’s basic law, or will be immediately 
upon action by the election board in correcting returns 
wrongly reported following the late election. It is a 
— which The News has long advocated and sup- 
po 

Through mnay years various women’s groups and 
individuals of both sexes have endeavored to change 
Section 3, Article 6 of the constitution in order to 
establish female eligibility to all offices hitherto closed 
to women by the wording of the article covering eligi- 
bility, which says: 

No person shall be eligible to the office of governor, 
lieutenant-governor, secretary of state, state auditor 
attorney general, state treasurer, superintendent of 
public instruction or state examiner and inspector except 
a MALE citizen of the United States (the capitaliza- 
tion is ours) of the age of not less than thirty years, 


P 
his election, a qualified elector of this state *” 


That one word male“ has precluded the possibili 
of women seeking or holding the high offices mentioned, 
and the change to include all otherwise qualified per- 
sons of both sexes would seem to have been one easy 
to make and meeting with overwhelming public ap- 
proval. But the battle to make the constitutional 
change ran up against many difficulties. Once the 
courts held an election on it was not gr aged held; 
and in the other four instances, „ proposal 
for this simple constitutional change had an over- 
whelming majority of the votes cast on the question, 
it failed because of the “silent vote” to carry by the 
required majority of all votes cast in the election. 

In November, it appeared the amendment had finally 
carried; then delayed returns indicated it had lost by 
a small number of votes. Later efforts to include the 
corrected returns of one Oklahoma county which had 
mistakenly reported its vote met with refusal of the 
election board to alter its records to show the measure 
adopted. But now a legislative act corrects the error, 
and the women can hope and try for any office. 

Which should prove a fine thing in Oklahoma, where 
the state’s politics has become machine-ridden and re- 
quires a thorough cleansing, which maybe the ladies, 
with their natural housekeeping instincts, will be in- 
clined to attempt. Go to it, girls; the way is now open! 

—Enid (Okla.) Morning News. 


Does your library receive Equal Rights? 


4 and who shall have been three years next 


} 


Sincerely, 
2220 W. Broadway, Enid, Okla. 
* 
EDITORIAL 
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A Feminist Thinks It Over 


By ALMA LUTZ 


Amendment 
N° long ago William Green, President of the A. F. 
of L., made a statement opposing the Equal 
Rights Amendment. This is not surprising, for 
William Green has consistently opposed the Amend- 
ment through the years, and changing one’s thinking 


even to keep up with the times is cult for most 


people. | 
Mr. Green, however, assures us that the A. F. of L. 
sympathizes with and supports the efforts of women's 


organizations to remove from the statute books various 
laws discriminating against women as to property, 
guardianship, naturalization, and other rights guaran- 
teed to men.” In other words, he approves of equal 
rights for women in the civil and political field, but is 
frankly worried about equal rights for women in the 
economic field. The Equal Rights Amendment in his 
opinion would place in jeopardy all laws protecting 
women in industry.” 
Mr. Green forgets, or does he, that the Federal Fair 
Labor Standards Act protects both men and women 


workers, and that State Legislatures and Courts, if 
they use any intelligence at all, can use this federal 


law as a pattern and a precedent for State labor laws 


after the adoption of the Equal Rights Amendment. 
The principle of equal pay for equal work is being 


established, women are joining unions in large num- 
bers, there is general recognition that long hours and 


poor working conditions impair the efficiency of both 


men and women and encourage absenteeism. 


Many labor unions, previously cool to women, are 
seeing the need of admitting women as members, not so , 


much for women’s protection, but for the protection 


of men’s jobs and men’s wages after the war, and for 
the protection of the strength of their unions. They | 
see the importance of equal pay for equal work, not 


only out of justice to women, but because lower wages 


for women now will mean undercutting by women 


after the war. 

If equal pay for equal work is going to become a 
basic principle of employment, as it should be, then it 
follows that women must be allowed to do equal work, 
and not be obliged by law to work on shorter shifts, 
nor be barred from night work or overtime. It follows 
too that labor legislation for women only must give 
place to legislation based on the Wb and not on the sex 
of the worker. This is the present trend, and so all 
fears that the Equal Rights Amendment will harm 
women are groundless. In fact, it looks very much as 


if men needed the protection of the Equal Rights 


Amendment. 
Possibly Mr. Green has not realized that times have 
changed. Possibly he has been blinded by fears of 
post-war unemployment, by fears that the many com- 
petent, skilled women workers will take away the jobs 
of men when they come marching home. Perhaps he 
thinks that the safest, shrewdest way to handle that 
competition is to keep from women the equal protec- 
tion of the law and tie them up with special labor legis» 
lation which limits their hours, regulates their wages, 
and bars them from overtime work. He knows, as 
all do, that employers will always hire men in pref 


ence to women if special work orders must be followed 


for women and not for men. 
All of us want men to have jobs when they 


Appeal For “Equal Rights? 
By ANNA KELTON WILEY - 


In the March issue of EQUAL RiGHTS there was an appeal for 
funds from our Treasurer, Laura Berrien, to secure a quick 


conclusion of the crusade for equal constitutional status for men 
and women. 

We are neither or deterred the eff 
As Bronson Alcott says: “ 


sweeter if | 
delayed and attained through struggles and defeats.” This . 
zine is a record of the struggles and successes of those 
believe in the worthwhileness of our cause. The successes have 
been many, and have attained a h water mark of 
lishment, from which the tide of favorable endorsement wil 
never recede, This magazine bri the clear challenge of irre- 
futable facts and lofty ideals. The Equal Rights Amendment, 
is what our beloved George Washington said of the Constitution: 
“A standard to which the wise and just can repair,” and it is 
inevitable that so momentous an event, as including women in 
all the guarantees of liberty in our Constitution, should rest 
solely in the “hands of God.” Will you not follow the example 
of those who have through the years 8 liberally to the cause. 
We ty * the inability to publish 
space. It will appear in the May issue. 


Florence Bayard Hilles Library 
MARY ELIZABETH DOWNEY, Librarian 

We were delighted when we were asked to speak in the 
Library to a group of twenty Girl Scouts, with their leader and 
four mothers, on “The Woman Suffrage Movement and How 
Women Got the Vote in the United States,” which also gave 
opportunity to show how that was not enough, and so con 
with the Equal hts Amendment. 

No audience could have been more attentive or enthusiastic. 
Most intelligent questions were asked and answered, and on 
leaving they said: “Well, we thought this was going to be dull 
* did not want to come, ** r as 

e kept through night and next 
only such work with these and similar groups had been done 
since woman suffrage was enacted, we would now have gro 
of women every where, educated to the need of equal rights for 
Ww 15 * further requests and be able speak 

e hope ve 80 to 
before many of the 3,000 Girl Scouts in the District of Columbia, 
Thy and so be ready when the tim 

y not get busy every 80 e 
comes for ratification of the amendment to the constitution? 

A group of ten young men and women also came from Brook- 
ings Institute on Sunday afternoon with a similar request with 
the same results. 

Everyone interested can forsee the value of such educational 
work as time passes. More and more of it should be done every- 
where. Let us all help. 


CALENDAR AND PROGRAM, MAY 
The Woman Movement In Other Countries 


A between condition of women in the 
allied axis countries would be most enlightening. 


GIFTS . 

Mrs. Robert Adamson, Nina E. Allendar, Caroline Babcock, 
Baltimore Business and Professional Council of the National 
Woman's Party, Olive Beale, Laura Berrien, Elizabeth D. Black, 
Emily H. Bright, Dorothy S. Granger, Florence Bayard Hilles, 
1 Keith, Elizabeth T. Kent, Alma Lutz, Jeanette 
ae Bolivar Pagan, Vassar College, Helena Hill Weed, Alma 


but we recognize that women will need jobs too. While 
many women will want to return to the job of bringi 
up children, many others will be deprived of that ] 
by circumstances. Still others will have to help sup- 

rt husbands, brothers, and fathers, invalided by war. 

ese women must have the protection of equal rights 
in industry, business, and the professions. Only the 
Equal Rights Amendment will assure women workers 
of the right to work and of equal opportunity to earn 
and advance in their trades and professions. 


e list because of lack of 
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